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BAPTISTS PREFER SIMPLICITY #U
IN BUILDING MEETINGHOUSES

RICHMOND, Va., January, 1810—(BP)—The character of Baptists, a rugged people of 

simple tastes, is clearly reflected today in their houses of worship. Scattered from the 

seaports of the Atlantic to the frontier, Baptist meetinghouses usually are bare and plain.

The Baptist meetinghouse of the frontier is a log cabin, of course, small and crude. 

While these places of worship are unpretentious, they often are a monument to the zeal of 

the traveling Baptist evangelist of the frontier and his small congregation.

Wind whistles through the cracks of these cabins, and few of them have fireplaces. 

Women frequently take foot warmers with them to church during the winter to ward off 

numbness during services.

Frontier meetinghouses often are located near a prominent family in the settlement 

in the hope that the prosperous settler will keep the building in good repair. If the 

church falls into disrepair and help from the settler is not forthcoming, a new building 

may be erected nearer to a more generous member.

Baptist churches of the villages are only slightly less plain. Sometimes several 

denominations share the same building, or the place of worship may be used during the 

week as a warehouse or store.

Frequently Baptist churches are found on the outskirts of small towns because the 

property was given to the church. Sometimes this "generosity" is designed to enhance 

the value of surrounding real estate.

Seldom do Baptist congregations spend money for stained glass or other ornamentation. 

If the outside of the church is painted and the interior is whitewashed, little other 

embellishment is considered desirable.

Even in larger churches, carpets and cushions are rare. Pews usually are crude, 

but in some churches the seats raise up to accommodate the worshiper as he stands for 

prayer. All goes well until the congregation is seated, which sometimes is accompanied 

by the clattering and banging of seats.

Baptist churches in some of the prominent cities are more imposing, but seldom is as 
much as $25,000 spent to construct a place of worship.

In larger churches there is sometimes found the family pew. These are occupied by 
wealthier members and may be elaborately finished to the taste of the owner. Several of 
these in a church, each finished in distinctive style, give the place of worship a patch­
work appearance.
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