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SQUATTER’S LOG CABIN WELCOME SIGHT ^
TO TRAVELING BAPTIST EVANGELIST

MISSOURI FRONTTER? September, 1818--(BP)—Although the log cabin of the squatter 

settler on the frontier isn't much to look at, and the food he serves is even less in­

viting, both are a welcome sight to the traveling Baptist evangelist after many hours or 

days on the lonely trail.

Many of these Baptist preachers on horseback are inching westward across the conti­

nent with settlers, trappers, and other frontiersmen, sharing their dangers and hardships 

to spread the gospel. The preacher himself is a welcome sight at most of these isolated 

cabins, for many settlers have not heard a sermon in months or years.

The itinerant Baptist evangelist travels from cabin to cabin on the frontier, 

reading his worn Bible to the settlers, speaking a word of testimony, and praying with 

them. When he can gather several settlers together, he conducts services in one of the 

cabins or out in the open.

Perhaps after spending hours on the trail and sleeping under the stars, the preacher 

comes upon a clearing and the crude cabin of the squatter and his family. Often several 

married children and their spouses live in the one-room cabin with the patriarch and his 

wife. Usually there are many small children about, but the visiting preacher sees little 

of them. Almost like frightened animals, the younger ones may run off into the surround­

ing woods at the approach of a stranger.

Many squatters’ homes have no furniture. They have traveled westward by pack horse, 

and have taken no "frills" with them. Bedding and other facilities are crude, and the 

squatter's family often is dirty, ill-clothed, and presents a matted, half-wild appear­

ance.

The visiting preacher is invited to eat, of course, but the fare is meager. He may 
be seated at a crude box and given a broken pewter plate and a hunting knife as his place 

setting^ ^ Cooked in the open, may consist of rancid bacon or bear meat, sour butter­

milk, and beans, corn, and other vegetables. The Baptist preacher and other menfolk eat 

first, followed by the women, and finally the children.
These are the "homes" into which the trail-blazing Baptists go as they push the 

gospel westward. The settlers may be ignorant of the manners of the people back in 
Boston, and the cabin may lack some conveniences, but after spending a few days in the 
saddle and sleeping in rain or snow, the squatter’s cabin looks like a mansion to a 

tired preacher.
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