
CONGREGATION WAI TS SIX HOURS # 7
TO HEAR BAPTIST EVANGELIST

MISSOURI FRONTIER, December 19, 1818—(BP)—A traveling Baptist preacher who had 

ridden wilderness trails on horseback all day and a congregation that had waited for 

him six hours finally got together about sundown yesterday for preaching services.

The service was scheduled for noon yesterday, but when the preacher failed to 

arrive at the appointed hour, his congregation of about twenty frontier settlers 

waited. They had not heard a Baptist preacher in months.

The evangelist, John Mason Peck, has traveled extensively on the frontier, taking 

the gospel to isolated squatters' cabins. Peck started his journey about dawn yester­

day and expected to cover the twenty miles in ample time for the service. But he en­

countered trouble enroute.

After riding about twelve miles Peck found himself at the end of the trail. There 

was nothing for him to do but backtrack and try to find the main trail. Once on the 

right path again, he discovered that he had lost his valise and other belongings in 

his haste to make up lost time. Again he had to retrace his steps.

It was sundown when Peck finally arrived at the clearing where his congregation 

had gathered. As several had to travel eight or ten miles to their hemes before dark, 

the Baptist evangelist immediately launched into his sermon.

Afterward the preacher was invited into a settler's home for the evening meal. 

There his hostess asked if Peck had eaten dinner.

’’I purpose first to eat breakfast," the evangelist answered. "Then we will talk 

Л^н, dinner and supper."

Asked why he did not eat before beginning his sermon, Peck answered, "I saw men and 

women hungry for the gospel. I much preferred to preach."

It is this hunger to preach the gospel that keeps Peck and other traveling Baptist 

preachers on the trail, moving westward with the settlers. Peck had saddled his horse 

early today and was off to his next engagement fifteen miles away where a Baptist 

congregation has not heard a preacher for six months.
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