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TOUCHED BY REVIVAL FIRES,
BAPTIST CHURCHES GROW FAST

EIKHORN ASSOCIATION. Ky, 1803--(BP)--A spirit of revival rivaling that of the
Great Awakening of the 17LO's is sweeping the country, doubling the membership of
many Baptist churches almost overnight.

Kentucky is one of the centers of the revival, which is general throughout most
sections of the country and has extended to most of the evangelical denominations.
While the Baptist movement is comparatively new in Kentucky, the revival has swelled
Baptist numbers here into the thousands,

The Great Crossing Church, organized in 1785, not many years after Daniel Boone
camc to Kentucky, is one example of what the revival is doing for Baptist churches.
The church added only six members from 1795 to 1800, but as revival fires broke out
therc, 175 membsre were added in 1800 and 186 more in 1801,

Twonty-nine churches in the Elkhorn Association in 1799 reported only twenty-nine
conversions. oub in 1801 more than three thousand members were added by baptism and
nine new churches were formad,

Even in ths conssrvative East, the revival has taken hold. The staid First
Baptist Church of Boston, which opposed the revivalism of Whitefield in 1740, this
year is experiencing remarkable growth due to revival,

Most of “he excesses of the Great Awakening are not so much in evidence in the
current revival, at least not among Baptist churches. The jerking, howling, fainting,
a6 other anoticornal outbursts of the earlier revival have been rare, even among
ficuticr Baptistes,

Many of the revivals have been preceded by periods of earnest prayer. The meet-
ings themselves have taken the form of "protracted meetings," usually of about four
days® duration; meetings of days, which are longer; and camp meetings. Baptists have
not entered into the camp meetings as enthusiastically as have other denominations,
however.

Not all Baptists have approved of the revival minister, who has played an impor-
tant role in this sscond '"great awakening." This traveling evangelist has met with
much success as hs goes from one church to another conducting revival services,

But he has not always won the endorsement of some pastors and church members who are

skeptical of his "wholesale" methods of winning converts.
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