
FRONTIER BAPTIST PREACHER DIVIDES
TIME BETWEEN PLOW AND THE PULPIT

TENNESSEE FRONTIER, July, 1805—(BP)—In order to support himself and his family, 

the Baptist frontier preacher spends more time behind the plow than behind the pulpit. 

But because he is a man of boundless zeal and energy, he seldom neglects either.

The Baptist preacher of the frontier usually is a farmer during the week and a 

preacher on Sunday. A few of the prophets on horseback are schoolteachers, physicians, 

and merchants, but most of them, like the members of their congregation, farm for a 

living.

Like other frontiersmen, the Baptist preacher’s first concern when he moves his 

family into a new settlement is to erect some kind of house. Then while clearing land 

and otherwise wresting a living from the forest, he determines how many Baptists and 

other prospective members of a church are in the area. The first project for pastor 

and congregation is construction of a meetinghouse.

While the frontier preacher receives little or no pay for his services, members 

are generous in their help to him and his family. They will assist in clearing land, 

building a house, ministering to the sick of his family, and replenishing the larder 

if provisions run low.

The Baptist preacher on the frontier spends much time on the trail, and members 

of his congregation are especially helpful then. While he is away for long periods, 

taking the Baptist message to isolated cabins and settlements, friends and neighbors 

see that his family is protected against sickness, hunger, and other dangers of the 

frontier.

Most of these itinerant Baptist preachers are blessed with courageous wives. 

Their efficient management while alone makes it possible for their husbands to minister 

to the spiritual needs of the widely-scattered frontier settlements.

It is not easy for the wilderness preacher to work with plow, ax, and adz during 

the week, study as he finds opportunity, and preach on Sunday, but such arduous labor 

gives him strength and stamina. These are two of his greatest assets.

As this missionary on horseback takes the gospel to wilderness outposts, he is 

sometimes on the trail for weeks. He is often cold, wet, hungry, and exhausted. Only 

a man of unusual strength and zeal would be equal to such a task and these two quali­

ties are among the few things the Baptist frontier preacher has in abundance.
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