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TO SING OR NOT TO SING
IS QUESTION WITH BAPTISTS

BOSTON, Mass., October, 1810—(BP)—Do Baptists need "machinery" as an aid to 

worship? Many insist they do, and they take the time-honored Baptist position of citing 

the Bible as their authority.

This machinery, as it is called by those who object to its use, is the bass viol. 

The musical instrument is being introduced into the worship of some Baptist churches as 

an aid to congregational singing. And congregational singing, some add wryly, needs all 

the help it can get.

Although many protest use of the 'big fiddle" in worship services, this and other 

musical instruments are bidding for places in the church. Those who defend them say 

that musical instruments have been used in worship since Old Testament times, and quote 

the psalms and other Bible passages for support.

The whole question of congregational singing is still being debated by some Baptists, 

however, particularly in rural and frontier sections. There are "singing Baptists" and 

those who believe that music has no place in public worship.

The tradition of not singing is probably a carryover from the days when Baptists 

and others were persecuted. Forced to worship in secret, persecuted congregations could 

not sing for fear they would be discovered. This custom of hushed and silent worship 

is still cherished by some.

Revivals have done much to popularize congregational singing in this country, and 

the camp meeting revivals of around 1800 have renewed interest in church music.

Baptist congregations generally enjoy singing, usually led by the pastor or some 

member of the congregation with a good voice. Due to the lack of hymnals, and because 

many in the congregation cannot read, the leader usually reads the lines of the hymn or 

psalm as the congregation sings.

This custom of "lining out" hymns is often performed by deacons, who stand down in 

front of the pulpit. Thus the term "deaconing" is used to describe the services of the 

song leader.

Despite vigorous protests from certain quarters, it now appears that congregational 

singing is here to stay among Baptists. And the use in worship of machinery, or 

musical instruments, also may win acceptance.
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