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RICHARD FURMAN LEAFS SOUTH
TO SUPPORT FOREIGN MISSIONS

CHARLESTON, S. C., 1813—(B P)—Richard Furman, pastor of the First Baptist Church 

here and one of the most influential religious leaders in America, has joined hands 

with Luther Rice to align Baptists of the South behind the new foreign missions program.

Rice has just visited Charleston on his Southern journey to enlist Baptists to 

share in an organization meeting to be held in May next year in Philadelphia for the 

creation of a society (convention) for the support of Judson and himself and others 

who might respond in their work in India and other lands,

Furman cordially committed himself to support the new undertaking. In fact, he 

has long desired that the Baptists of America might be enlisted in such an undertaking.

Foreign missions and education are two of the chief interests of Furman. Early 

in his ministry he became interested in missions and has been a zealous supporter of 

the work of William Carey, British Baptist missionary to India.

Although he received most of his education at home, Furman is a recognized 

scholar and a leading advocate of better training for ministers. like the foreign 

mission program, higher education also is bitterly opposed by certain Baptists.

The foreign mission cause has a valuable friend in Furman, A commanding and 

colorful figure, he is considered by many to be the outstanding preacher among Baptists, 

He wears gown and bands when he enters the pulpit and still affects the dress of colo­

nial days.

While many of the outstanding Baptist pastors of the South have remained in rural 
areas, Furman has made the First Baptist Church here one of the strongest in the nation. 
He came here as pastor in 1787, and his influence and popularity increase with the 

years,

He was ordained at nineteen and was known as the "boy preacher.” A fearless 
patriot, he has been a leader in the fight for religious liberty and the rights of . 
Baptists. During the Revolution he was so feared by the British that Lord Cornwallis 

offered a reward for his capture.
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