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BAPTIST PREACHER WOUNDED 
IN ESCAPE FROM INDIANS

BADGLEY SETTLEMENT, Illinois, March, 1813--(BP)—A badly wounded and almost 

exhausted Baptist preacher arrived here today and gasped out his story of how he escaped 

from a band of Indians who killed his traveling companion.

The minister, David McLain, said that he and his companion, named Young, left 

Boone’s Lick country early this month, en route to Kentucky. They traveled without 

incident until they reached Hill's ferry on the Kaskaskia River.

The ferry was abandoned recently when settlers saw Indian signs in the area, and 

McLain and Young swam across the river with their horses. About a half mile from the 

river they were attacked by the Indians. Young was shot from his saddle in the first 

hail of bullets, and McLain's horse was shot from under him.

"I threw my saddlebags in the brush," McLain said, "and ran for my life. I was 

poorly fixed for running, however, as we had just swum the river and I was further 

hindered by a wet overcoat, leggings, boots and spurs." *

The preacher soon outdistanced all the Indians except one. When this one fired 

and missed, the preacher threw off his coat, hoping this prize would satisfy the savage. 

He continued in pursuit, however, and the life-and-death chase through the wilderness 

lasted for more than an hour. McLain said that the Indian fired at him eight times 

during the chase. One of the balls struck the preacher near the elbow.

"Finally we came to a bend in the river," McLain said, "and the Indian fired his 

last shot just as I dived into the deep water. By swimming diagonally across the 

stream I was soon out of range, and I suppose the savage decided that it was a bit too 

cold for a swim."

Once across the river, McLain rolled on the ground to restore circulation after 

swimming the icy waters. Then, wounded and exhausted, he made his way through the 

wilderness night until he staggered into this settlement--thirty-five miles away.

The preacher is now being treated for a bullet wound, fever and exhaustion. A 

party is being organized to go to the river, bury McLain’s companion, and recover the 

preacher's saddlebags so that he may continue his journey.
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