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BAPTIST CONGREGATIONS SAFEGUARD 
PASTORS AGAINST EVILS OF MONEY

NASHVILLE, Tenn., July, 1813—(BP)—"Trust in the Lord to keep you humble, and 

you can trust us to keep you poor"--this seems to be the maxim of many Baptist congre­

gations for their preachers today.

Baptist churches generally believe in paying their preachers little if anything 

for their services. For this reason, most Baptist preachers, particularly those on 

the frontier, are self-supporting.

Some congregations agree to pay their preachers a small sum each year, but often 

these pledges go unpaid. Frontier preachers sometimes have as many as four churches 

in their charge, preaching at each once a month. Their support from these churches 

is negligible.

Recently John Mason Peck, an outstanding itinerant Baptist preacher, conducted 

services 17h times at widely separated points in a year's time. For his services he 

received a total of $61.95.

To these frontier evangelists, the Baptist preacher in the larger coastal towns 

must seem to be a man of wealth. Pastors of some of the larger churches receive 

$500 a year and a parsonage. Their "call" often is on an annual basis, however, and 

their tenure of service is highly uncertain.

The self-supporting frontier preacher usually is a farmer or merchant. Occa­

sionally part-time preachers become men of wealth and property by good management, 

but these are in the minority.

Frequently the Baptist pastor is paid in salt, corn, wheat, pork, flour, sugar, 

tallow, and whiskey. The only money some receive is from fees and gifts for offi­

ciating at marriages and funerals.

Seldom is the Baptist preacher a man of wealth, but neither does he or his family 

often go without the necessities. While little cash may pass through his hands, his 

congregation usually sees to it that he and his family are well cared for. Nor is 

the Baptist preacher often without a congregation, for he is welcomed in most com­

munities, particularly on the frontier where preachers are still scarce.

The reluctance of Baptists to pay their preachers a salary doubtless grows out 

of their dislike for the "hired clergy" of the established church. Baptists have 

strongly opposed taxation for the support of these ministers.
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