
# 21

RICE HOPES TO ORGANIZE 
BAPTISTS FOR MISSIONS

PHILADELPHIA, December, 1813-(BP)-Can the almost 200,000 Baptists scattered along 

the coast and wilderness frontier from Massachusetts to Georgia be united for missionary­

co-operation- -and the autonomy of each local church be preserved?

This ярртпіngly impossible undertaking is in the mind of Luther Rice, a missionary 

who recently returned from India. Furthermore, the Baptist leader is rapidly putting 

his plan into effect.

Rice proposes to unite Baptists in America for the purpose of supporting foreign 

missions. The organization would be built around mission societies on local, state and 

national levels.

Under Rice's co-operative program, churches would voluntarily form local missionary 

groups. These in turn would be organized on state levels, but it would be the local 

groups that would send representatives to a national society. Thus the autonomy of the 

local church, so important to Baptists, would be preserved.

This organizational plan occurred to Rice, a bachelor, while he was touring the 

South this fall to rally Baptists to the foreign mission cause. He first envisioned 

the organized societies while traveling by stagecoach from Richmond to Petersburg, 

Virginia, the missionary later told friends. The idea took more definite shape, however, 

following a conference with W. B. Johnson, pastor of the First Baptist Church of 

Savannah, Georgia.

Following his talk with Johnson in Savannah, Rice--a tireless letter writer—began 

immediately to contact other interested Baptists to tell them of the plan. A meeting 

is scheduled here next spring, at which time Rice and others hope to transform into 

reality their dream of organizing Baptists to send the gospel of Christ around the world.

Ann and Adoniram Judson and Rice left America about the same time for India last 

year as a missionary of the Congregationalists. Soon after their arrival in India, 

however, all three were baptized as Baptists. It was agreed that Judson and his wife 

would remain on the mission field while Rice returned to America to enlist the support 

of Baptists for these missionaries whom they suddenly had on the field but whom they had 

not sent out.
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