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BAPTISTS ORGANIZE COWENT ION
TO SUPPORT FOREIGN MISSIONS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa0, May, 181h—(BP)—Suddenly finding themselves with two foreign 

missionaries on the field, Baptists in America have organized for their support "The 

General Missionary Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States for 

Foreign Missions."

The missionaries are Adoniram Judson and his wife Ann, now serving in Burma.

The Judsons sailed from America last year as Congregationalist missionaries, but were 

baptized after reaching India, having prayerfully studied the question of baptism 

en routeо

Largely responsible for the formation of the missionary convention is Luther Rice, 

who with the Judsons left America as a Congregationalist missionary but soon became a 

Baptist. He returned to America to enlist Baptist support of foreign missions.

The convention was called by agreement of Baptist associations throughout the 

country. Thirty-three delegates representing eleven states attended, seventeen of 

them from the Philadelphia Association. The Philadelphia is the oldest association 

in America.

The constitution of the new organization provides that two delegates may be sent 

from each state or local mission society or other religious body of the denomination 

which voluntarily contributes at least $100 a year to a missionary fund.

Object of the convention is to direct "the energies of the whole denomination 

in one sacred effort for sending the glad tidings of salvation to the heathen, and 

to nations destitute of pure gospel light," The convention is to meet every three 

years.

Richard Furman, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Charleston, South Carolina, 

is the first president of the convention, and Thomas Baldwin, Second Baptist Church, 

Boston, is secretary.

Among the first actions of the convention was appointment of the indefatigable 

Luther Rice as agent, and authorization for the Judsons to go forward with mission 

work for American Baptists in Burma.
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