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STAUGHTON BRINGS ZEAL OF CAREY
TO AMERICA’S FOREIGN MISSIONS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., May 24, 1814—(BP)—The British Foreign Mission Society can 

boast today that in a real sense it has a representative on the Baptist Board of 

Foreign Missions for the United States. He is Dr. William staughton of Philadelphia, 

today elected corresponding secretary of the board.

A native of England, Dr. Staughton was present when a small group of Baptist 

ministers, led by William Carey, met in Kettering, England, in 1792 to form the 

British Foreign Mission Society. Beginning with less than fifteen pounds, the 

society made plans to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.

Dr. Staughton never forgot the challenge of that hour. When a few years later 

he sailed for America, he brought with him the missionary spirit of that group. He 

labored fruitfully in South Carolina and New Jersey before coming to Philadelphia.

Staughton corresponded with Carey on the field in India, and enlisted Baptists 

in America for the support of British missionaries. He wrote a book, The Baptist 

Mission in India, to raise funds for Baptists laboring there.

When Luther Rice returned from the mission field to ask for Baptist support of 

the Judsons in Burma, Staughton was quick to come to his aid. He corresponded with 

Rice, and was instrumental in the formation of the General Missionary Convention here 

this month. The Board of Foreign Missions, of which Staughton is corresponding 

secretary5 is the managing body of the convention.

Staughton is an outstanding preacher and educator. He received excellent school­

ing in England, and has shown much interest in the training of young ministers in 

America.

Baptists are indebted not only to British Baptists for the influence of 

Dr. Staughton, but to the Congregationalists in America as well. It was this body 

which first sent Rice and Adoniram and Ann Judson to India. Shortly after their 

arrival on the field, however, all three became Baptists.
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