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LUTHER RICE WINS BAPTISTS 
TO FOREIGN MISSIONS CAUSE

SAVANNAH, Ga., May, 1817—(BP)—Whether the Baptist Board for Foreign Missions 

ever achieves its purpose of spreading the gospel around the world, one man seems 

bent on spreading the cause of Baptist missions to the farthest reaches of the 

United States.

That man is Luther Rice, and he is well on the way to reaching his goal. Since 

he returned to the United States four years ago to enlist Baptists in the support of 

foreign missions. Rice has not let up in his one-man campaign.

Traveling alone on horseback most of the time, the foreign mission agent has 

literally worn out horses on the trail in presenting the mission cause to Baptists. 

By stage and horseback, day and night, through heat and cold, he has traveled until 

exhausted.

A man less vigorous than the robust missionary would have been unable to stand 

up under such an exhausting schedule of riding, writing, and speaking. Even Rice's 

health has suffered from exposure on the wilderness trail.

Fortunately for the mission cause, his zeal and labor have borne much fruit.

In his report to the board this year, Rice revealed that he had traveled 6,600 miles 

and raised more than $Ц,000 for foreign missions in the previous twelve months. At 

the second meeting of the Triennial Convention in Philadelphia last year, his annual 

report showed that he had traveled 7,800 miles and collected more than $3,600.

Rice and Adoniram and Ann Judson went out as Congregationalist missionaries in 

1813, but later became Baptists. Rice returned to America to enlist Baptist support 

of the Judsons in Burma,

He was largely responsible for the formation of the Triennial Convention and the 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions the following year. Rice also has helped to organize 

scores of missionary societies in the various states.

The board agreed that rather than permitting Rice to rejoin the Judsons in Burma 

he should remain in America as an agent. By his unstinted devotion to the work, the 

young man, just thirty-four, has made this one of the board's wisest decisions.
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