
PRODUCED BY BAPTIST’ PRESS
1ПТ ОТ Г Г ПТ Г ГО news SERVICE of тне Southern baptist Invention - I \ - - - " " \ 127 NINTH AVE . N., NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE AL 4-1631

^ Theo Sommerkamp, Assistant Director

ANTI-MISSION SENTIMENT
GROWING AMONG BAPTISTS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., January, 1820—(BP)—Driven by fear and ignorance, a growing 

segment of Baptists today are threatening to stamp out the foreign mission movement 

which Luther Rice and others are attempting to establish in this country.

Although an organized effort by Baptists in America to send missionaries to 

foreign countries is only a few years old, the anti-mission sentiment among some 

Baptist groups is bitter. Opposition to the mission movement is particularly strong 

on the frontier.

Some who oppose foreign missions say it is presumptuous to send out missionaries 

"to do the work of the Holy Spirit." A larger group, however, insist that they favor 

foreign missions but oppose a foreign mission board.

Democratic Baptists fear the central power of a mission board, declaring that it 

is contrary to the Baptist principle of the autonomy of the local church. There is 

fear that a foreign mission board will usurp the power of the local church, and there 

is even talk that the board will attempt to tax churches for the support of missions.

Supporting missionaries in foreign countries is a costly venture, and frugal 

Baptists are reluctant to invest so heavily in what they consider to be an unwise 

program. Rice and others have conducted extensive fund-raising campaigns, and anti­

mission Baptists are tiring of this drain on the local church.

Some frontier Baptist preachers have accused supporters of the mission movement 

of being mercenary. Many of these farmer-preachers serve their frontier churches 

without pay, and they are suspicious of the salaried representative of a mission 

program.

Other reasons offered for widespread opposition to foreign missions:

1. Jealousy of local pastors. Especially on the frontier, Baptist preachers of 

little or no training are wary of Rice and other well-educated backers of foreign 

missions.

2e Missionary societies, mission boards, and the like, say opponents, are man-made 

organizations and thus are not scriptural.

3o An all-wise and all-powerful God does not need the assistance of feeble man 

to make his will know to the heathen.

Anti-mission feeling is strong, and already has done much to hinder foreign 

mission work. But Rice and his supporters, fired with unflagging zeal, are determined 
to carry on their work until the foreign mission program is established not only in 
this country, but around the world.
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