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CHARGES PIONEER PREACHER

KENTUCKY FRONTIER, October, 1821—(BP)—An outstanding missionary to the southern 

frontier today has become a leader in fighting the Baptist missionary program.

This bitter opponent of the missionary movement among Baptists is John Taylor* 

Although the courageous pioneer preacher has led in establishing Baptist churches on 

the Kentucky and Virginia frontiers, he now compares missionaries with Judas.

’’Judas was a lover of money," declares Taylor, "and money and power is the watch­

word of the whole missionary scheme." Taylor also compares missionaries to the 

horse leech, "which with its forked tongue sucks blood with great vigor."

Taylor was present when Luther Rice, a leader in organizing Baptists for foreign 

missions, visited the Elkhorn Association in 1815. Of this visit, Taylor commented:

"He spoke some handsome things about the Kingdom of Christ, but every stroke he 

gave seemed to mean money* He had the more pathos, the nearer he came to getting the 

money, raising his arms as if he had some awfully pleasing vision. About this time 

perhaps twenty men, previously appointed, moved through the assembly with their hats, 

and near two hundred dollars were collected."

Taylor’s most stinging attack against missions is found in his pamphlet, "Thoughts 

on Missions." In it he makes two major complaints against the program: (1) that its 

chief aim is to get money from local churches; (2) that the foreign mission board 

system of organization is against the Baptist principle of autonomy of the local church.

"The very many modes, and artful measures of those great men to get money, are 

disgustful to common modesty," he wrote. "They begin with missionary societies, then 

create Female Societies, and even Negro Societies. Their shameful cravings are 

insatiable."

Because of his extensive work on the frontier, Taylor also resents what he regards 

as the implication of missionaries that no missionary work had been done until they 

came along.

"To read their reports," Taylor charges, "it would seem that the whole country was 

almost a blank as to religion. It is probable that these men think that few deserve 

the name of preachers, but missionaries,"

Taylor’s suspicious attitude toward missions may be due largely to ignorance. He 

has had little education and was reared in the backwoods of Virginia. A prosperous 

farmer, he receives little or no pay for his work as preacher and evangelist. This helps 

to explain his attitude toward the fund-raising efforts of the mission program.
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