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COLUMBIA, South Carolina, December, 1821—(BP )—Led by Richard Furman, Baptists 

of South Carolina have formed the first state convention in the south.

At a meeting here attended by messengers from three South Carolina associations, 

Furman was elected president and Abner Blocker secretary of the pioneer state convention.

One of the most influential religious leaders in America, Furman led in the foun­

dation of the Triennial Convention, national Baptist organization, in 181Ц. He was 

unanimously elected first president of that organization also, and was reelected in 1817.

Purpose of the new convention is to be "a bond of union, a center of intelligence, 

and a means of vigorous, united exertion in the cause of God, for the promotion of 

truth and righteousness; that so those energies, intellectual, moral, and pecuniary, 

which God has bestowed upon the denomination in this State, might be concentrated, 

and brought into vigorous, useful operation."

Other objectives of the convention are the promotion of religious education, 

missions, Sunday schools, religious training in homes, and "the cultivation of 

measures promotive of the true interest of the churches of Christ in general, and of 

their union, love, and harmony in particular."

The Charleston Association, where Furman has been moderator for many years, 

attempted to organize South Carolina Baptists in 1818, but the effort was defeated. 

Fearful that a state organization may endanger the autonomy of local churches, many 

Baptist leaders still oppose the convention movement.

Only three of the seven South Carolina associations were represented at the 

organization of the state convention. Charleston Association took the lead, of course, 

with six messengers while Edgefield sent two and Savannah River one.

South Carolina Baptists today are organized into seven associations, the Charleston, 

formed in 1751; Bethel, 1789; Broad Run, 1800; Savannah River, 1802; Saluda, 1803;

Edgefield, 1808; and Moriah, 1815.
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