
ANOTHER DREAM COMES TRUE
AS COLUMBIAN COLLEGE OPENS #29

WASHINGTON, D. C., January, 1822—(BP)—Another dream came true here today for 

Luther Rice, farsighted leader of the Baptist foreign mission program, with opening of 

classes at Columbian College.

Columbian will offer the college and theological training which Rice and others 

know is essential in the preparation of foreign missionaries. It is the second Baptist 

school of higher learning in America. Rhode Island College, established in 176Ц, was 

the first.

Rice and friends in Washington bought forty-six and a half acres for $6,000 for 

the campus, and in six months Rice took $10,000 in pledges for the school. The 

Triennial Convention accepted the property and responsibility for support of the college 

at its meeting in Philadelphia in 1820.

Buildings are to be constructed on the four points of the compass,in keeping with 

the orderly design of the city. The first building, costing $30,000, is 11? X Ц7 feet 

and will accommodate about one hundred students. Two smaller buildings house the 

faculty.

First president of Columbian College is Dr. William Staughton of Philadelphia, a 

leading Baptist educator and former pastor at Georgetown, South Carolina. Ira Chase, 

a New England scholar, heads the theological department. Rice is agent and treasurer.

Staughton and Chase were formerly associated in a Baptist theological school in 

Philadelphia, begun in 1818. Students and faculty of this school were moved to Washing­

ton, however, when the theological department of Columbian College was opened in 

February of last year.

While initial enthusiasm and support for Columbian College is encouraging, there 

is opposition from some quarters. Many do not favor a central school for Baptist mini­

sters, while others oppose tne drain on mission funds for support of the school.

None of this has discouraged Luther Rice, however. He continues to travel over 

the country, winning new supporters not only to ministerial education but the foreign 

mission program as well.
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