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GEORGIA BAPTISTS ORGANIZE n
UNDER SHERWOOD’S PRODDING

POWELTON, Georgia, June 29, 1822—(BP)—The man who proposed the formation of 

the General Baptist Association of Georgia was forced to attend its constitutional 

convention here without the status of a delegate. Nevertheless, he played a 

leading role in the organization of this second state Baptist Convention.

At the meeting of the Sarepta Association in 1820, Adiel Sherwood, a young 

pastor of remarkable vision and missionary zeal, caused to be submitted a resolution 

’•that we suggest for... sister Associations of this State, the propriety of organizing 

a general meeting of correspondence.”

Although the Sarepta Association adopted Sherwood’s resolution and it was accept­

ed by other Georgia associations, the Sarepta rescinded this action when the reso­

lution was reconsidered last year. When delegates gathered at Powelton Baptist Church 

two days ago, Sherwood was present, but not as a delegate.

Sherwood was asked to preach the following day, however. His message from 

Luke 3:h, ’’Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” coupled with a stirring prayer by Jesse 

Mercer, perhaps the most influential Baptist pastor in Georgia, removed all obsta­

cles to the formation of "The General Baptist Association of the State of Georgia."

According to the constitution, adopted today, objects of the General Association 

include co-operation, ministerial education, and correspondence with other 

denominations.
Jesse Iiercer, fifty-four, was elected first president of the association; Jabez 

P. Marshall, secretary, and William T. Brantly,assistant secretary.

Although Baptists of South Carolina, under the leadership of Richard Furman, 

formed a state convention last year, Georgia Baptists met here in 1803 to form a 

"General Committee of Georgia Baptists."

Purpose of the General Committee was to encourage itinerant preaching, evange­

lize the Indians, and organize Christian work throughout the state.
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