NEW VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION
SENDS OUT TwO 1iISSIONARIES # 31

BEDFORD,Virginia, October, 1823--(BP)--Two agents of the new General Association
of Baptists in Virginia, equipped with stuffed saddlebags, overcoats, and umbrellas,
mounted horses here today to take the Baptist message to the frontier.

The two young '"Bedford plowboys," only recently called to the ministry, are
Jeremiah B. Jeter and Daniel Wwitt. They are to make a two-months tour of "“destitute
places" in the state at a monthly salary of $30 each.

As agents Jeter and Witt will carry on the principal work of the state associa-
tions. The constitution of the General Association states: "It shall be the entire
object of this General Association tu propagate the Gospel and advance the Redeemer's
Kingdom throughout the State, by supvlying vacant churches with the preached word, and
by sending preachers into destitute regions within the limits of the State."

The first meeting of the association was held at the Second Baptist Church, Rich-
mond, in June. Fifteen of twenty-one appointed messengers were present, representing
seven districts. Robert Baylor Semple, Baptist scholar and historian, was elected
moderator.

Virginia Baptists have had a General Meeting of Correspondence since around the
turn of the century, but interest in this organization waned because there was 1little
business to transact. At the meeting in Charlottesville in 1821, only three messengers
and no officers were present.

At the final session of the General leeting of Correspondence at First Church,
Richmond, last year, a seven-article constitution for the new General Association of
Baptists in Virginia was approved. The constitution was drawn by Edward Baptist of
Appromattox Association.

Actually the Ceneral Association is a state convention, but this name was avoided
due to some opwosition to conventions. Autonomy of local churches and associations
was assured in Article Four: '"These representatives, when convened, shall in no case
interfere with the internal regulations of the churches or Associations, nor shall they
pursue any other object than that specified (in the constitution)."

Jeter and Vitt are to be supported by the General Association. Contributions from
the district associations will be voluntary, and districts are not required to make con-
tributions in order to be represented in the state organization.
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