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SALEM CHURCH, Alabama, October 28, 1823--(BP)—The vision and zeal of Baptist 

foreign missions pioneers such as Luther Rice, Milliam Carey, and the Judsons bore un­

expected fruit in the homeland today in the formation of the Alabama Baptist Convention.

Fifteen delegates from missionary societies met here near Greensboro to draw up 

a constitution and to form the state convention. The societies originally were formed 

by Luther Rice and others for the support of Baptists’ foreign mission program.

Charles Crow, pastor of Siloam Baptist Church, Marion, Alabama, was elected first 

president of the convention. James A. Ranaldson, who was active in calling delegates 

together, was named secretary.

In keeping with the missionary spirit responsible for the formation of the socie­

ties which sent delegates, the new convention will be missionary in nature. Objectives 

include promoting missionary and religious instruction throughout the state, extending 

the benefits of the gospel to the heathen, and improving the education of the gospel 

ministry.

The state was divided into three districts and delegates were assigned to each 

district to promote the work of the convention. Ranaldson was unanimously elected 

state missionary agent.

The convention was organized with funds totaling ‘"1362.67, contributed by the 

societies. In addition, a gold watch, a pair of sox, and two boxes of clothing and 

other provisions for distribution among the Indians had been received. Gifts were 

designated for promotion of missions, Bible distribution, ministerial education, and 

subscriptions.

A scattered denomination which has emphasized the autonomy of the local church, 

Baptists have begun to organize on national and state levels—usually for the purpose 

of promoting missions. In addition to the General Missionary Convention which Luther 

Rice led in forming at Philadelphia in 181Ц, there are now four state conventions in 

the South.

Richard Furman led South Carolina Baptists to form a state convention in 1821. 

Georgia Baptists, who had a general committee for many years, formed a state associa­

tion in 1822. In June of this year, just a few months before Alabama Baptists organized, 

a General Association of Baptists in Virginia was formed.
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