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RICHMOND, Virginia, December 18, 182Ц—(BP)—A Baptist pastor who fought on the 

battlefield and in the halls of government for religious freedom died here today. He 

was John Courtney, eighty-three, pastor of the Richmond Baptist Church for thirty-six years.

Like many other Virginia Baptist pastors, John Courtney was called upon to suffer 

persecution for his beliefs. But to the end he asked only to be allowed to serve the cause, 

of the Christ he loved. He asked neither the cost nor the reward.

Before 1800 John Courtney led in the fight to return glebes to public use. Glebes 

were lands and other property acquired through taxation which were set aside for the 

support of ministers of the established church in Virginia.

Courtney’s part in this fight did not win him ary friends among supporters of the estab­

lished church, of course When in 1802 Courtney was appointed chaplain of the legislature, 

he was publicly attacked.

’’Knowledge and talent did not apoear to be the object of the Assembly in this in­

stance," accused the editor of The Virginia Gazette, "for Mr. John Courtney, a Baptist 

harranguer among Negroes, was elected. When I behold an illiterate man appointed 

Chaplain, who most probably knows not a single proof for the scriptures, who I am well 

assured understands not a single letter of those languages in which the divine reve­

lation was divulged; and who is therefore, incapable of teaching the gospel, I know 

not whether to blame most the judgment of the directors or the presumption of the elected!’

John Courtney did not look to men for his prais§ however. Even from his church he did 

not receive a stipulated salary, but supported his family by working as a carpenter. A "hat 

collection" was taken at the close of each Lord’s Day service, and the money was plac ed 

in a handkerchief and carried by the chief deacon to the pastor's house where it was depo­

sited in a bowl. The Courtneys lived in a house which he rented for A2$ a year, and 

women of the church gave the family clothing.

When a deed to the house and lot where the Courtneys lived was given to the pastor, 
he disposed of the deed the next day. Courtney and other Baptist pastors of his day 
did not want to be paid for their ministry. They did not want to risk being placed in 
the same category with ministers of the established church, whose handsome salaries 
were paid from taxes collected by the state.

Courtney served the Continental Army during the Revolution. During the War of 1812, 

the Baptist pastor, then over seventy, appeared in the public square, musket in hand, 
when it was thought that Richmond was threatened.

John Courtney labored among all classes, including Negroes, prisoners, soldiers, 
and others. He served as a home missionary on the Virginia frontier, and continued to 
visit among his people after he was too feeble to preach. He would ride from house to 
house on his horse, call members of his flock to the door, and, still mounted, counsel 

with them and pray for them.
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