
BAPTISTS LOSE GREAT LEADER # 3Ц
IN DEATH OF RICHARD FURiAN

CHARLESTON, S. C., August 25, 1825--(BP)-Baptists lost one of their most far­

sighted and versatile leaders today ir. the death of Richard Furman, seventy. He was 

pastor of the First Baptist Church here for thirty-eight years.

A pioneer Baptist statesman, Furman led in doing what many thought could never he 

done-unite the self-governing Baptist churches into a national body. Not only was 

Furman unanimously elected first president of the Triennial Convention when that body 

was formed in 1815, but he pioneered in organising South Carolina Baptists on district 

and state levels.

He helped to organize South Carolina Baptists into the first state Baptist conven 

tion in 1821, and served as president for four years. He was moderator of the Charles 

ton Association for more than twenty-five years, and was reelected president of the

Triennial Convention in 1817•

During the Revolution, the young Baptist patriot was 

Lord Cornwallis put a price of one thousand pounds on his

so feared by the British that 

head. The British general is

said to have "feared the prayers of that godly youth more than the armies of Sumter

Furman's list of accomplishments in a long life of devotion to his country and his 

faith is almost endless. A few high lights:

A delegate to the South Carolina Constitutional Convention in 1790» He was a 

leader in the fight for religious liberty.

A crusader for ministerial education. His stirring address before the Triennial 

Convention helped establish the Baptist Columbian College in Washington..

A tireless traveling preacher. Although the First Baptist Church here is one of 

the most influential in the nation, for almost four decades Furman made annual tours of 

the frontier^ organizing churches and strengthening others♦ >

Perhaps the outstanding Baptist preacher for many years. Throughout the nation 

Furman was respected. His leadership did much to make Baptists a leading influence 

on American life.

Although he had little formal education, young Furman was taught at home by his 

father and early showed promise as a scholar. He was baptized at sixteen and hnmedis|y^ 

began ministering to his father's servants. He was soon known as the "boy evangelist" 

and was ordained before he was nineteen.
Once a sheriff refused to allow young Furman to preach in the courthouse because 

he was not a member of the clergy of the established church. But after the eloquent 

Baptist preached in the open, he was never again denied use of the building.
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