
FOLLY TO SEND MISSIONARIES
TO UNBELIEVERS, SAYS PARKER # 35

ILLINOIS, July, 1827—(BP)—The bitterest enemy of the foreign mission program 

among Baptists is expounding a doctrine of his own which eliminates the need for 

foreign mission programs and other evangelistic efforts.

bhile Daniel Parker does not claim to have originated the two-seed-in-the-spirit 

predestinarian doctrine, he is its leading exponent today, kith this stranfe heresy, 

the backwoods preacher is enlisting many in Illinois, Kentucky, and other southern 

states in his fight against missions.

Parker's somewhat hazy doctrine asserts that the human race is made up of two 

seeds. From one seed come the children of God, who one day are sure to inherit the 

kingdom of heaven. The other seed are the children of the devil and as such are certain 

to go to the place prepared for them. For this reason, Parker insists, sending the 

gospel to these children of darkness is sheer folly.

The two-seed doctrine was set forth last year by Parker in a pamphlet. This 

followed his "A Public Address to the Baptist Society," published in 1820. In this he 

vigorously opposed the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions.

"It makes me shudder," Parker wrote, "to think that I am the first one to draw the 

sword against this error, or to shoot at it and spare no arrows. The Mission Board 

plans to take over government of the ministry and to usurp the authority of Christ 

over his church.

"The society calls men to preach, assigns them to fields, and holds education 

necessary for the gospel ministry--all of which usurp the work of God. The mission 

program has neither precept nor example to justify it within the two lids of the Bible."

Parker has not limited his fire to the Baptist mission program. He has attacked 

religious newspapers, books, tracts, and other literature as attempts to replace the 

Bible. Strangely enough, he sees nothing wrong with using these mediums himself. Bible 

societies, seminaries, benevolent societies, and other organizations also have drawn 

his ire.

Like John Taylor, another foe of missions, Parker is uneducated and was reared in 

poverty in Georgia. John Mason Peck, famous Baptist frontier missionary who has often 

met Parker in debate, describes him as small, uncouth, slovenly, with shriveled features 

and small, piercing eyes, and "with a zeal and enthusiasm bordering on insanity."
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