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RICHMOND, Virginia, January 11, 1828—(BP)—The first issue of a new Baptist 

weekly, one of the first of its kind, appeared today.

The Religious Herald, a four-page denominational paper designed for circulation 

in Virginia and North Carolina, is edited by Henry Keeling, Jr. William Sands is pub­

lisher and William Crane is a financial backer. The subscription price is S3.

In an introductory statement to readers, editor Keeling said the purpose of the 

paper is to print essays on Baptist doctrines, progress reports on home and foreign 

missions, explanatory remarks on difficult passages of Scripture, exposures of condi­

tions hurtful to society, and sketches on biography, literature, and politics.

In October, 1826, Keeling began publication of The Evangelical Inquirer, a thirty- 

two page monthly which was the forerunner of the Herald. After twelve issues of the 

Inquirer, Keeling announced that it would become a "weekly royal sheet." The name of the 

weekly was changed to The Religious Herald to avoid confusion with The Richmond Inquirer, 

a secular paper.

A newcomer to Richmond, publisher Sands came to this country from England in 1818, 

He worked in Washington and Baltimore before moving to Richmond last year. Both Sands 

and Crane are members of the Second Baptist Church here. Sands is an able leader of 

church activities..

Keeling began publication of the Inquirer as a local successor to The Latter Day 

Luminary, a periodical which Luther Rice helped establish to promote his missionary 

activities. It was discontinued in 1825. The.Luminary was published in Washington, 

and Keeling was eager for Baptists in the South to have their own paper.

In 1825 the Dover Association recommended that a religious periodical be published 

under the title, Richmond Christian Journal, but plans for this paper never did 

materialize.
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