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LEXINGTON. Kentucky, July, 1828—(BP)—Already torn by antimission strife, Baptists 

today are fighting to throw off the threat of a movement which seems opposed to every 

principle cherished by the denomination.

Led by Alexander Campbell, the movement not only opposes the Baptist mission pro­

gram, but virtually every Baptist doctrine and institution. Many Baptists who are re­

luctant to support missions are being drawn away by the Campbellites.

Particularly offensive to Baptists is the Campbellite doctrine of regeneration 

through baptism. Campbellites claim to accept no creed except the Bible, observe the 

Lord's Supper each Sunday, and minimize the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration..

"The water of baptism formally washes away our sins," Campbell once declared in 

a public debate in Kentucky. "Paul's sins were pardoned when he believed. Yet he had 

no solemn pledge of the fact, no formal acquittal of his sins until he washed them 

away in the water of baptism."

For five years Campbell has published The Christian Baptist, a newspaper in which 

he has attacked every phase of Baptist life. With sarcasm, ridicule, and satire he 

has attempted to discredit the denomination.

Missionary societies, Bible societies, associations, creeds, church constitutions, 

reverends, and doctors of divinity Campbell has attacked as unscriptural. "Did God 

ever call a man for any work for which he was not fully qualified, and in the perfor­

mance of which he was not successful?" Campbell asks in denouncing ministerial 

education.

Mission societies he has accused of greed, dishonesty, embezzlement, and stealing. 

He has ridiculed their dress and efforts to convert the heathen.

In debate, preaching, and publishing, Campbell has denounced the Baptist "hireling 

clergy," seminaries he terms "priest factories," and he has caricatured ordination of 

the clergy, ministerial calls, salaries for preachers, and other practices which he 

regards as contrary to the New Testament.

"he have long considered the various societies called Missionary, Bible, Sunday 

school, and Tract societies, as great religious engines," Campbell writes, "fitted and 

designed for the predominance of those who set themselves agoing, and ultimately 

tending to a national religious establishment."

Campbell was baptized in 1812, and his Brush Run Church for a while continued as a 

member of the Redstone Baptist Association of Pennsylvania. While there is widespread 

opposition to the Campbellite movement, it is strong in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Tennes­

see, Ohio, and Virginia, and has spread to Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri.
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