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# 38 
CHRISTIAN INDEX ADDED 
TO FAMOUS BAPTIST NAME

PHILADELPHIA, 1829 (BP)—The Columbian Star, a famous name in Baptist history, is 

to be changed to The Columbian Star and Christian Index.

William T. Brantly, editor of the pioneer Baptist journal, announced that Christian 

Index is being added to the nameplate to make clear the religious character of this 

paper.

Th® Cgl^bian Star, another tribute to the vision and imagination of Luther Rice, 

was begun February 2, 1822, in Washington. The paper took its name from Columbian 

College, also founded in Washington by Rice.

Rice saw in the Star, as well as The Latter Day Luminary, first a quarterly and 

later a monthly which he began in 1816, a means of promoting the foreign mission 

program. Since 1813, not long after he returned from the mission field, Rice has led 

in organizing Baptists for the support of missions. The Luminary was discontinued in 

1823, leaving the Star to carry on the promotion of this work.

James Davis Knowles was the first editor of the Star, which is one of the oldest 

religious papers. It was announced that the purpose of the Star would be to provide 

’-missionary and other religious intelligence, as well as a medium for inculcating 

sound theological doctrines and pure moral precepts.n

The paper was moved from Washington to Philadelphia in 1827 and Brantly became 

editor. Brantly is a former pastor in Georgia, and was the first assistant secretary of 

the Georgia Baptist Convention.

— Columbian Star and Christian Index has not been the financial success that 

Luther Rice first envisioned, but he was right in predicting that it would be an ef­

fective means of promoting missions. Today it is one of the most influential 

religious publications and seems certain to enjoy a long life.
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