
KENTUCKY BAPTISTS RALLY
TO OPPOSE CAMPBELLITES #39

FRANKFORT, Kentucky, November 1, 1830—(BP)—Kentucky Baptists, led astray by the 

thousands in the last decade by the heresy of Alexander Campbell, now have suddenly 

rallied to throw off their yoke.

Churches that have been divided by Campbellism were inspired to take action fol­

lowing the courageous stand of the Franklin Association at a recent special session. 

The association printed in its minutes a circular letter which stated in part:

"In place of preaching, you now may hear church covenants ridiculed, your faith 

denounced. The fell spirit of discord stalks in open day through families, neighbor­

hoods, and churches. Make no compromise with error; mark them who cause division; 

divest yourselves of the last vestige of Campbellism.

"As an Association we shall esteem it our duty to drop correspondence with any and 

every Association, or Church, where this heresy is tolerated."

Other Kentucky associations to take action against Campbellite dissension since the 

Franklin announcement include Elkhorn, Bracken, South District, Russell's Creek, 

Concord, and Long Run.

Alexander Campbell, once a Sandemanian Presbyterian, then briefly a Baptist, who 

now seems opposed to virtually all Baptist doctrines and institutions, may have gone too 

far earlier this year when he published a booklet, "Extra on the Remission of Sins," 

which made it clear that he believes baptism essential to salvation. This promptly 

drew a storm of protest from Baptists.

While Kentucky Baptists are now presenting a solid front against Campbellism, 

organized opposition to the movement did not begin here. The Redstone Association 

of Pennsylvania withdrew fellowship from Campbell and his followers in 1827, and the 

Beaver Association of Ohio circulated a warning against his false teachings in 1829. 

This circular of Ohio Baptists encouraged the Franklin Association to withdraw from 

the Campbellites.

A number of periodicals have helped to arouse Baptists by warning of the dangers in 

the so-called "reform" movement. The Appomattox Association in Virginia and the Concord 

in Tennessee are among other groups to oppose Campbellism.

Missionary societies, Bible societies, associations, church covenants, ordination, 

seminaries, and Sunday schools are some of the Baptist institutions and practices 

which Campbell and his followers have attacked.
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