
PECK LEADS IN FORMING # bO

НОЖ MISSION SOCIETY

NEW YORK, April 2?, 1832—(BP)—Formation here today of the American Baptist Home 

Mission Society brought assurance that the American frontier "will not be neglected 

while Baptists extend their foreign mission program.

As Luther Rice is the father of the foreign program, launched with the formation 

of the General Convention for Foreign Missions in 181Ц, so John Mason Peck is founder 

of the Home Mission Society. A tireless frontier missionary with the courage of a 

Daniel Boone, Peck has labored in the West for years.

Work of the society is to be largely on the western frontier, along the Mississippi 

Valley. Domestic missionaries are to be sent into other regions also, however, includ­

ing New York, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Canada. Slogan of the new organization 

is "North America for Christ."

The society was formed during the meeting here of the Triennial Convention and 

has the blessings of the Convention, which now will be free to devote itself more fully 

to foreign missions. A record total of 122 delegates attended the Convention.

Jonathan Going of Worcester, Massachusetts, who shares credit with Peck for forma­

tion of the society, was named first secretary. Herman Lincoln, also of Massachusetts, 

was elected president.

Peck was appointed by the Triennial Convention as a domestic missionary to the 

Missouri Territory in 181?. He continued to labor in the West even after the Conven­

tion withdrew support.

The Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society hired Peck as a missionary to the 

West in 1822 at a salary of ^ a week. Later Going was sent West by Massachusetts 

Baptists to report on the work there, and for three months he and Peck traveled over 

the Mississippi Valley., Before Going returned East, he and Peck laid plans for the 

formation of the Home Mission Society.

During his years on the frontier, Peck has traveled thousands of miles to organize 

hundreds of churches, Sunday schools, and Bible and missionary societies.
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