
BAPTISTS SUFFER LOSSES # ^1

TO CAMPBELLITE MOVEMENT

FRANKFORT, Kentucky, December, 18.32—(BP)— Alexander Campbell, the former Presby­

terian then briefly a professed Baptist, who set out to unite all denominations in a 

belief common with his own, apparently has succeeded only in creating another sect.

For the past decade followers of Campbell have created dissension and strife in 

Baptist churches from Pennsylvania to Georgia. Baptist associations in a number of 

states have withdrawn fellowship from the Campbellites, while the latter are forming 

associations of their own.

Kentucky has been hardest hit by the Campbellite movement. Since 1829 Kentucky 

Baptists estimate their losses at almost 10,000. Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, 

Virginia, Ohio, and other states also have suffered heavily.

In addition to their belief, repugnant to Baptists, that baptism is essential to 

salvation, Campbell's followers denounce many Baptist institutions and practices, in- 

c^-^ding missions, ministerial education, Bible and tract societies, Sunday schools, 

church covenants, ordination, and other so-called "man-made" institutions.

Loss of membership is only one of the setbacks Baptists have suffered because of 

the movement. Missions, both home and foreign, are struggling for survival. Higher 

education has been neglected. Churches are divided. Church growth has been stunted 

because many who were ready to join Baptist churches have hesitated due to the raging 

controversy.

Fighting has been bitter. Ministers and other leaders on both sides have made 

charges that were unbecoming to Christian workers, and thus have hurt the cause of 

religion. Energy that might have been devoted to strengthening frontier churches and 

spreading the gospel on budding mission fields has been poured into internal strife.

Even from this "family quarrel" good has come, however. Baptists have been 

forced to examine their beliefs and to take a stand on their convictions. They also 

have learned that a denomination cannot be united when divided along doctrinal lines.
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