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ONE WORK CAUSES BAPTISTS # ц2
TO ORGANIZE BIBLE SOCIETY

PHILADELPHIA, April, 1837—(BP)—A single word called together one of the largest 

meetings of Baptist leaders ever held to form a national organization for the distri­

bution of the Scriptures.

The word-—always of major importance to Baptists—is "baptize.” Because of a 

conviction that this word should be faithfully translated, 390 delegates from twenty- 

three states met here to complete the organization of the American a nd Foreign Bible 

Society.

Since the American Bible Society was formed by seven Protestant denominations in 

1816, Baptists have contributed generously to its support. The Society in turn has ap­

propriated money for printing and distributing the Scriptures in many languages, 

translated by missionaries of several denominations.

One of the leading translators is Adoniram Judson, Baptist missionary to Burma who 

translated the entire Bible into Burmese. Dr. Judson was careful to translate words re­

lating to baptism as the equivalent of "immerse” or "dip.”

When Baptists asked the American Bible Society for money to aid in printing a 

Bengali version of the Scriptures, based on Judson’s Burmese version, there was delay. 

Then last year the Society announced a new policy, that it could encourage only such 

versions of the Bible "as conform in the principles of their translation to the common 

English version, at least so far as that all the religious denominations represented in 

this Society can consistently use and circulate."

Immediately after this ruling by the American Bible Society, 120 leading Baptists 

met in New York and formed the American and Foreign Bible Society, "to promote a wider 

circulation of the Holy Scriptures in the most faithful versions that can be procured."

Organization of the new society, which was launched in New York last year, was 

completed here this month. Spencer H. Cone, a New York minister, was elected president; 

Charles G. Sommers, corresponding secretary, and William Colgate, a prominent manu­

facturer, treasurer.

It was agreed that the new society would concentrate on circulating the Bible in 

foreign languages—an attempt to avoid competition with the American Bible Society on 

the home field.
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