
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS FORM 
HOME MISSION SOCIETY # h3

COLUMBUS, Mississippi, May 16, 1839—(BP)—Dissatisfaction with the feeble efforts 

of the American Baptist Home Mission Society to evangelize the South prompted the for­

mation here today of a Southern Baptist Home Mission Society.

The action came close on the heels of a meeting in Louisville, Kentucky, May 11 to 

discuss formation of a Western Baptist Home Mission Society.

The meeting here was called by Rev. Robert T. Daniel, a North Carolina preacher who 

has served as a missionary to the West in Tennessee and Mississippi. Many Baptist lead­

ers in the South feel that the move was premature, however, and withheld support..

The Louisville meeting grew out of a desire to further evangelize the lower Mis­

sissippi Valley. Leaders of that movement include John Mason Peck, famous Baptist 

missionary to the West; R. В. C. Howell of Tennessee, and W. C. Buck, who was host 

to the group at his home in Louisville.

Baptist leaders began to charge that the South was being neglected by the American 

Baptist Home Mission Society shortly after its formation in 1832. The attitude of some 

is that southern states are giving their money for the support of mission work in 

northern states while their own states are neglected.

A southern Baptist Home Mission Society was urged as early as 1835, Aen it was 

pointed out that the American Baptist Home Mission Society did not have a single mis­

sionary in Kentucky, Louisiana, Alabama, or Florida, and only one in Mississippi. By 

contrast, there were sixteen missionaries in Michigan.

It was further argued that there was one home missionary for every ЦОС,000 souls in 

the South, while northern states such as Illinois and Indiana had one missionary for 

every h,000.

A Southern home mission organization was proposed at a meeting of Baptist leaders 

in Paris, Tennessee, in 1837, but action was postponed.

Although there is some feeling in the South that neglect of the South and South­

west by the Home Mission Board is deliberate, provoked by antislavery sentiment in the 

New England States, there is little evidence to support this belief. The agency has 

sought missionaries for these areas, but workers are scarce and many are unwilling to 

serve in these frontier sections.
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