
AMERICAN BAPTIST CONVENTION # ),)r
NEUTRAL ON SLAVERY QUESTION

WASHINGTON, November, 18ЦО—(BP)--In an attempt to avert a split between northern 

and southern Baptists, the Board of Managers of the American Baptist Convention desper­

ately sought today to chart a course of neutrality on the slavery question.

While officers of the Convention are free to act as they wish as individuals, a 

statement by the board read, they have no right as representatives of the Convention 

to do or say anything with respect to slavery. The statement was signed by Daniel 

Sharp, president, and Baron Stow, recording secretary.

There is little hope that the Convention will be able to maintain this position, 

however, which is acceptable neither to abolitionists nor slaveholders.

The Alabama Baptist Convention in session this month agreed that abolition is 

(1) unscriptural, (2) against the Constitution of the United States, (3) against the 

peace and prosperity of Baptist churches, and (Ц) dangerous to the union.

Alabama Baptists voted to withhold money from the American Baptist Board of 

Foreign Missions and the American and Foreign Bible Society until they were assured 

that these agencies are free of antislavery sentiment.

Alabamians adopted this resolution: "That if satisfactory information be not ob­

tained upon this subject, we recommend the formation of a Southern Board, through 

which our funds may be directly transmitted."

It is expected that the statement by the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 

Convention will at least postpone formation of a Southern Board.

Small groups of Baptists met in Mississippi and Kentucky last year to form 

Southern and Western home mission societies. Slavery was not an issue in the formation 

of these groups, however, which grew out of dissatisfaction with efforts of the 

American Baptist Home Mission Board in the South and Southwest.

Abolitionists are active among Baptists in the North. A Free Baptist Foreign 

Mission Society has been formed in New York and New England on abolition principles. 

The group favors withdrawing from proslavery Baptists and sending out only miss­

ionaries who are opposed to slavery►
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