
AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCH „ , .
ORGANIZED AT RICHMOND U5

RICHMOND, Virginia, October, 18Ц1—(BP)—A church was born full-grown here today as 

the First African Baptist Church of Richmond was formed with a membership of approxi­

mately one thousand.

Members of the new church, both free and slave, formerly belonged to the First 

Baptist Church, and will occupy the old First Baptist Church building at College and 

Broad streets. The white members of the church, totaling almost four hundred, will 

occupy a new building at Twelfth and Broad.

Although a white pastor will serve the new Negro church, thirty deacons will be 

selected from the membership. The pastor's salary is §500 a year, to be paid by 

offerings of the congregation.

The constitution of the new African Baptist Church was drawn by Jeremiah Bell 

Jeter, pastor of the First Baptist Church. The church will be under the supervision of 

a committee of three white men from the three Baptist churches in the city.

For years slaves have worshipped in the First Baptist Church and have been baptized 

by the pastor. By 1825, two-thirds of the membership of 822 was colored.

Several years ago Dr. Jeter realized that the large, bi-racial First Baptist Church 

was losing its effectiveness. He presented this problem to leaders of the other Baptist 

churches in the city, and three years ago offered a recommendation to his church that 

the white members build another house of worship and release the building at College 

and Broad to the colored members.

The church accepted this recommendation, provided a suitable lot could be found 

and §13,000, the aporaised value, could be raised for the old building. In January of 

this year, the amount required for the property at College and Broad was reduced to §7,500.

The members of the First African Baptist Church are known for their quiet rever­

ence. They particularly enjoy congregational singing, and are an impressive sight as 

they sing the old hymns with deep feeling, their heads and bodies swaying with the music.
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