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ALABAMA BAPTISTS DELAND „ , z
RIGHTS FOR SLAVEHOLDERS 4

MONTGOMERY, Alabama, November, 18Ш—(BP)—A resolution demanding equal rights for 

slaveholders has been presented by the Alabama Baptist Convention to officials of the 

American Baptist Convention.

The resolution of Alabama Baptists, after pointing out that slaveholding is con­

sidered by some to be a "disqualifying sin,11 makes these two major points:

1. That the South be given assurance that slaveholders are entitled to serve as 

missionaries and to enjoy all other privileges of the Convention which southern states 

support.

2. That when one party to a voluntary agreement is not willing to acknowledge en­

tire equality with the other, united efforts between such parties cease to be proper.

The second point in the Alabama resolution refers to the attitude of Baptist aboli­

tionists who favor withdrawal of fellowship from slaveholders. Many leaders in the 

South, on the other hand, urge immediate formation of a Southern Baptist Convention.

Before the Alabama resolution was submitted, Georgia Baptists failed in an attempt 

to have a slaveholder appointed by the Home Mission Society. In a test case, the Georgia 

Baptist Convention asked the executive board of the Society to appoint James E. Reeves 

of Georgia, a slaveholder, as a missionary to the Cherokee Indians.

Reeves' salary was provided for and his field of service indicated. It remained 

only for the Society to appoint Reeves as missionary and allay all fears in the South 

that slaveholders do not enjoy equal standing in the American Baptist Convention. But 

after many lengthy meetings, the Society voted seven to five against Reeves' appointment.

It is believed by many Baptist leaders in the South that the Home Mission Society 

sought the resignation of Rev. Jesse Bushyhead before his death last summer. A slave­

holder, Bushyhead was a chief of the Cherokee Nation, working among his people under 

the direction of the Society.

Four years ago Alabama Baptists voted to withhold funds from the American Baptist 

Convention until they were assured that Convention agencies were free of antislavery 

sentiment. A statement of neutrality on the slavery question by Convention officials 

proved only a temporary settlement of the issue.
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