
CONVENTION SAYS SLAVEHOLDER
CANNOT SERVE AS MISSIONARY # h?

WASHINGTON, December, 18ЦЦ—(BP)—In a surprising reversal of policy, the executive 

board of the American Baptist Convention has ruled that it will not appoint a slave­

holder as missionary.

This unexpected action of Convention executives is liable to make further co-opera­

tion between Baptists of the North and South impossible.

The statement of the board read in part:

"In the thirty years in which the board has existed, no slaveholder, to our knowledge, 

has applied to be a missionary. And, as we sent out no domestics or servants, such an 

event as a missionary taking slaves with him, were it morally right, could not, in accor­

dance with all our past arrangements or present plans, possibly occur. If, however, ary 

one should offer himself as a missionary, having slaves, and should insist on retaining 

them as his property, we could not appoint him. One thing is certain, we can never be 

a party to any arrangement which would imply approbation of slavery."

Many Baptist leaders feel that the executive board overstepped its authority in 

issuing the statement, which violates the position of neutrality which the Convention 

reaffirmed at its last session.

Last April the Convention unanimously adopted this resolution: "That in co-operating 

together as members of this Convention in the work of Foreign Missions, we disclaim all 

sanction, either expressed or implied, whether of slavery or of antislavery; but as 

individuals we are perfectly free to express and promote elsewhere our own views on 

these subjects in a Christian manner and spirit."

The statement of the board was issued after the Alabama Baptist Convention submit­

ted a resolution demanding assurance that slaveholders enjoy equal standing in the 

Convention.

The Home Mission Society also took a neutral position on the slavery question 

last April. E^ a vote of 123 to 61, the Society declared that "our co-operation... 

does not imply sympathy with slavery or antislavery.

At the same time, however, a committee was appointed to consider dissolution of 

the Society. This action is regarded by some as evidence that the present organization 

of the American Baptist Convention is doomed.
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