
BAPTISTS LONG DIVIDED
OVER SLAVERY QUESTION # ^

RICHMOND, Virginia, January, 18Ц9—(BP)—Slavery, the issue which threatens to split 

northern and southern Baptists, has long been a knotty problem in the denomination.

Although abolitionists are strongest in the North and most slaveholders live in 

southern states, feeling over the question is sharply divided in all sections.

In 1789, for example, John Leland led Virginia Baptists to petition the General 

Assembly to outlaw slavery in the state. Baptist associations in many southern states 

have adopted resolutions opoosing the buying and selling of slaves.

Recognizing slavery as an explosive issue, many Baptists in the North have taken a 

moderate stand. When the Triennial Convention met in Philadelphia last year, all but 80 

of the Ц60 delegates were from the North. The Convention unanimously adopted a neutral 

position on the slavery question, however.

Abolitionists apparently are responsible for the changed attitude toward slavery, 

having inflamed feelings in both the North and South. Many slaveholders have inherited 

their slaves and favor freeing them gradually. They rebel, however, at the idea of 

forced and sudden emancipation.

Both sides feel that their position on the slavery question is Christian and 

scriptural. While abolitionists insist that slavery is against all principles of Chris­

tianity, slaveholders argue that the Bible has nothing to say against slavery and that 

Negroes owe their salvation to the fact that they were first brought to this country as slaves.

Thousands of Negro slaves are members of Baptist churches in the South. They wor­

ship in the same church with whites, are baptized by the same pastor, and have a limited 

voice in the government of the local church.

Slavery has proved troublesome because it is at once a political, economic, social, 

moral, and religious issue. It probably would have divided Baptists long ago except that 

many leaders have worked to preserve unity and have hesitated to interfere in local 

church affairs.

Statesmen and businessmen as well as religious leaders have sought to steer a course 

of moderation on the slavery question, aware of the danger of civil war. A split among 

Baptists appears imminent, however, and an even wider breach between the states may 

follow.
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