
VIRGINIA BAPTISTS CALL „ , q
FOR MEETING IN GEORGIA 4У

AUGUSTA, Georgia, April, 18Ц5—(BP)—A special convention of Baptists who oppose 

the recent action of the American Baptist Convention on the slavery question is 

scheduled here next month.

The convention was called by the Virginia Baptist Foreign Mission Society, which 

asked the Georgia Baptist Convention to hold the session here before the second Sunday 

in May.

Purpose of the special session is to consider formation of a new Baptist convention 

which will not penalize slaveholders.

The convention also will consider formation of a foreign mission society, a theo­

logical seminary, and will decide whether to organize a separate Bible society and 

publication society.

The action of Virginia Baptists was provoked when the executive board of the 

American Baptist Convention ruled in December that it would not appoint a slaveholder 

as missionary. The statement added: "One thing is certain, we never can be a party 

to any arrangement which would imply approbation of slavery."

Many Baptists feel that this action of the board was unconstitutional in view of 

the fact that a few months earlier the Convention in session had voted unanimously 

to adopt a position of neutrality on the slavery question.

Some Baptist leaders in the South feel that the call for a convention is premature. 

They counsel delay, arguing that the Convention will reverse the decision of the 

executive board. While many are trying to hold northern and southern Baptists together, 

there is growing feeling that the Convention is already split over the slavery question.

The executive board released its statement condemning slavery in response to a 

resolution from the Alabama Baptist Convention asking for assurance that slaveholders 

vrould not be discriminated against.
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