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SOUTHERN BAPTISTS FORM
CONVENTION AT AUGUSTA # $0

AUGUSTA, Georgia, May 12, 1845—(BP)—Some three hundred delegates .from eight 

southern states and the District of Columbia met here May 8-11 to form the Southern 

Baptist Convention.

Dr. W. B. Johnson of South Carolina, for years president of the American Baptist 

Convention and a leader in forming the nevi convention, was elected first president.

The purpose of the Southern Baptist Convention is the same as that of the American 

Baptist Convention: "For eliciting, combining and directing energies of the whole de­

nomination for the propagation of the gospel."

Formation of the new convention grew out of the unwillingness of the American 

Baptist Convention to appoint a slaveholder as missionary, Mhile virtually all dele­

gates who attended the convention were from southern states east of the Allegheny 

Mountains, the organization is regional in scope for the entire South and Southwest.

Delegates came from Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 

Alabama, Louisiana, Kentucky, and the District of Columbia. Two other states were 

represented by letter.

Other Convention officers include M. Lumpkin of Georgia, and J. B. Taylor, Virginia, 

vice-presidents, and Jesse Hartwell, Alabama, and James C. Crane, Virginia, secretaries.

It early decided to organize a convention that would support the entire range of 

missionary and educational work under one organization, rather than to have separate 

societies for each interest’.

Two boards of managers were formed, one for foreign miutons at Richmond, Virginia, 

and the other for domestic missions at Marion, Alabama. Officers of the Foreign Mission 

Board are J. B. Jeter, president; C. D. Mallary, corresponding secretary; M. T. Sumner, 

recording secretary; Archibald Thomas, treasurer.

Officers of the Home Mission Board are Basil Manly, president; J. L. Reynolds, 

corresponding secretary; M. P. Jewett, recording secretary; Thomas Chilton, treasurer.

The Convention is scheduled to reconvene in Richmond, Virginia, next year to 

complete the organization and to further plan the work.
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