
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
SEEKS TO MEET AFRICAN’S NEED

RICHMOND, Virginia, June, 18H6-(BP)-The Southern Baptist Convention, formed at 

Augusta, Georgia, last year, gave evidence at its second session here that while it 

defends the slaveholder, it also has the interest of slaves at heart.

One of the significant acts of the Convention was a resolution: ’’That in view of 

the present conditions of the African race, and in view of the indications of Divine 

Providence toward that portion of the great family of fallen men, we feel that a solemn 

obligation rests not only upon the Convention, but upon all Christians, to furnish them 

with the gospel and a suitable Christian ministry.

Southern Baptists withdrew from the American Baptist Convention to form their own 

body last year as a result-at least in part-of northern condemnation of slaveholders. 

The issue was brought to a head when officials of the American Convention ruled that 

they would not appoint a slaveholder as missionary.

Reports were encouraging as Southern Baptists met here just a year after the 

Convention was formed to complete their organization. The Foreign Mission Board reported 

receipts totaling almost 018,000 and launching of The Southern Missionary Journal.

The Home Mission Board had receipts and pledges during the year of more than 

Siv eno and had employed six missionaries to begin work on the home field.

The chief difference between the northern and southern Baotist conventions is more 

in organization than in theology or doctrine. The formation of the American Baptist 

Convention, which is only a Foreign Mission Society, is based on individuals or mission 

societies, while the supporting unit of the Southern Baptist Convention is the local 

churchy or assoclotion« or stat© convention*

The northern Baptist organization is essentially a foreign mission body, with a 

separate organization for home missions. The Southern Baptist Convention, however, is 

a centralized denominational convention, encompassing all phases of home and foreign 

missions, education, benevolence, and any other work the Convention may wish to undertake,

The broader scope of the Southern Baptist Convention actually makes it nearer to 

the kind of organization Richard Furman and Either Rice envisioned when the American 

Baptist Convention was formed in 181Ц.
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