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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
ACCEPTED AS UNMIXED BIESSING

AUGUSTA, Georgia, December, 18Ц6--(ВР)—Although Baptists of both North and South 

at first regretted the formation of the Southern Baptist Convention and the split among 

Baptists in America, the new convention is now being regarded as an unmixed blessing.

Many Baptist leaders in the South declared the action premature when the Southern 

Baptist Convention was formed here last year, but now it is generally agreed that the 

move was inevitable. Differences between North and South, rather than diminishing, 

apparently are mounting.

Slavery is not the only issue which separates North and South. There are differen­

ces of background, culture, economics, morals, and religious fervor which appear to be 

permanently fixed.

At least ten years before the Southern Baptist Convention was formed. Baptists of 

the South were dissatisfied with home mission efforts in the South and Southwest, 

-^bi^t^ in these areas have felt for years that they were being discriminated against 

in favor of northern and eastern areas.

There is a growing realization that two Baptist conventions will be able to work 

better and more extensively than one did before. As westward expansion continues, needs 

in the best will multiply. Two conventions can meet these needs better than one, it 

is agreed.

During the first year of the new convention, home and foreign mission boards col­

lected more than $30,000. These increased gifts are evidence that when a body is free 

of dissension and strife, work goes forward more rapidly. To hold northern and southern 

Baptists together, it has been observed, is no justification for holding up the 

gospel ministry.

The new convention also will give Baptists of the South a more active voice in 

the work of the denomination. -During the thirty-one years northern and southern Baptists 

worked together in the old Triennial Convention, only once did the convention meet 

south of Washington. Because of distance and expense, only a few delegates from the 

South ever attended these sessions.
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