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Crisis Forces Board
To Curtail Missions

RICHMOND, Va., February, 1861 (BP)—The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board has been forced by the present financial and political crisis to curtail 
its operations.

A. M. Poindexter, Corresponding Secretary of the Board, reported in the 
current issue of the Home and Foreign Journal, "The Board, in view of the state 
of things, has resolved that it will not at present, send out any more mis­
sionaries, and has curtailed appropriations to all the missions to the lowest 
point deemed compatible to their existence.”

The action of the Board resulted from three months of reduced receipts. 
Contributions to the Board are less than those received last year by more than 
$6,000. The deficit of these last few months has been paid out of the balance 
existing in the treasury at the end of last year.

J. S. Walthall, editor of the Bible Recorder, wrote in the issue of that 
paper for Sept. 27 that this condition is a new circumstance for the Foreign 
Mission Board. In previous years they have been begging for men more than for 
means. Now the situation is about to be reversed.

The seriousness of the crisis is heightened by the number of missionaries 
recently appointed. Poindexter wrote in the Octover issue of the Home and 
Foreign Journal, '‘The past twelve months have been unprecedented in the history 
of the Board, with respect to the number of missionaries appointed and sent to 
the foreign field.”

During the past year twenty additional missionaries have been appointed. 
Of this number twelve were men and eight women. Most of these missionaries have 
already embarked for their field of service.

The number of missionaries was increased before there was reason to apprehend 
such a crisis as now exists. It was also felt by many that the balance in the 
treasury of the Board at the end of last year justified the large number of 
appointments.

The policy of the secretaries of the Board has been to gage the intensity 
ef the appeal to the churches and associations by the existing need. Consequently, 
during the last year in visiting the churches the secretaries candidly stated 
that the treasury was in no special need. In most cases they even refrained from 
taking collections.

Now with the same candor Secretary Poindexter has written, ”. . .it will 
require a large increase upon the receipts of the last few months to meet the 
appropriations as they become due.”
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