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Baptist Chaplain Dies5 >
First Rebel Casualty

MOBILE, Ala., Feb. 15, 1861 (BP)~ The body of the first casualty of the . 
Southern Cause, Noble Leslie DeVotie, was recovered today on the beach of Mobile 
Bay. The storm evidently washed it ashore during the night.

DeVotie was accidently drowned at Ft. Morgan on the night of Feb. 12. He 
had accompanied friends to the wharf where they were to board the steamer for 
their return to Mobile. Upon his return to shore a misstep caused him to fall 

into the water.

A search was immediately organized but the swiftly running tide swept him 
out to sea. It seems that the young chaplain was knocked unconscious by the fall.

D. P. Bestor of Mobile in a letter to the father of the young chaplain wrote 
”... a negro threw a rope directly upon him, but he seemed unconscious of this 
opportunity to be saved.” He went on to say that a young man leaped into the 
water when the alarm was raised but soon needed assistance to be saved from 

drowning.

The body of the Baptist minister will be carried to the residence of his 
father, J. H. DeVotie, at Columbus, Ga. A detachment of men from several of 
the honor outfits stationed at Ft. Morgan will accompany the body.

Basil Manly, Sr., pastor of the First Baptist Church of Montgomery, and 
I. T. Tichenor will join the entourage and along with T. B. Slade and pastor 
Carroll conduct the funeral service on arrival in Columbus.

Chaplain DeVotie was among the first to respond to the call of the Governor 
of Alabama, A. B. Moore, for troops to occupy Fts. Morgan and Gaines. This call 
was issued in late I860.

The deceased minister joined the army after having served as pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Selma for only a year and a half. He had been graduated 
by the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J., in 1859.

The undergraduate work of Chaplain DeVotie was pursued at Howard College and 
the University of Alabama. He finished his course at the University in 1856 

delivering both the valedictory address and the French speech.

DeVotie was the oldest son of Dr. and Mrs. James H. DeVotie. His father is 
well known for his part in the founding of Howard College and the Alabama Baptist, 
Since his removal to Georgia he has also been active in the educational activities 

of that state.
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