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Southern Baptist Convention
Approves Confederacy

SAVANNAH, Ga., May, 1861 (BP)—Messengers to the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention held here May 10-13 have adopted unanimously a 
strongly-worded resolution supporting the recently formed government of the 

Confederate States of America.

Soon after the convention opened W. H. McIntosh, messenger from Alabama, 
made a motion that a committee be appointed on the state of the country. The 
committee was composed of one member from each of the cooperating states. 
Richard Fuller, President of the Convention, was named chairman.

In words reminiscent of the preamble to the Constitution of the former 
Union, messengers stated that no other course has been open to the people of 
the South than that followed in recent days. The preamble introduces 10 

resolutions•

The first resolution claims the South is not to blame for dissolution 
of the Union. In their cordial approval of the formation of the new govern­
ment the messengers ’’admire and applaud the noble course of that government 
up to the present time," and further call the members to pledge fortunes and 

lives in the "good work of repelling invasion."

Though the resolution seems to be a political statement, messengers did 
invoke divine direction. They resolved to pray for the army and for the 
enemy that "their pitiless purposes may be frustrated." The first and second 
days of June are designated as days of humiliation, fasting and prayer.

Editor H. E. Taliaferro reported through The South Western Baptist that 
the convention was characterized by harmony. It is his interpretation that 
this harmony is the result of concern for the state of the country.

Taliaferro also reported that an elderly delegate arose at the time of 
the report of the special committee to question a point which seemed to 
indicate a loaning toward reuniting the Union. The President of the con­
vention responded, "My brother, you are very greatly mistaken. The twenty­
fifth part of a musketoe’s optics could not discover the least squinting 

toward reconstruction in this document!"

A separate resolution was adopted just prior to the close of the Conven­
tion by which the group publicly acknowledged its regard for President Fuller, 
who was also Chairman of the Committee on the State of the Country.

E. T. Winkler of South Carolina, who presented this resolution, pointed 
out that Fuller and other members of this committee who are citizens of the 
border states face days of trial as the result of their stand at the con­

vention.

The Southern Baptist Convention is one of the largest communions within 
the territory of the Confederacy. The churches of the convention have a 
membership of approximately 700,000. Messengers are representatives of these 
churches, and thus reflect the thought of a large cross-section of the South.
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