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Confederacy Cuts
Pay of Chaplains

MONTGOMERY, Ala., May 16, 1861 (BP)—A chaplain with the army is worth 
only $50 a month according to the act adopted today by the Provisional Con­
gress of the Confederate States. The new act reduced the pay from the $85 
per month set in the original statute adopted May 3-

The new act came as a compromise and at least temporarily ended the debate 
which has been going on in the Confederate Congress since the adoption of the 
original bill. Legislation has been introduced repeatedly in the last two weeks 
both to increase and reduce the pay scale originally set.

Many of the churchmen throughout the South have been disappointed in the 
attitude of the Congress concerning the chaplaincy. Several church groups and 
the women of Richmond have memorialized Congress on the subject.

The congress adopted its original statute only after President Jefferson 
Davis recommended that action be taken. In his message on April 29 opening the 
Second Session of the Provisional Congress the President called attention to the 
fact that in organising the army no provision was made for chaplains.

The President asked Congress that provision be made for the appointment of 
chaplains. The portion of his message relating to the appointment of chaplains 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

In its first act of the new session the Congress empowered the president 
to appoint chaplains to serve with regiments, brigades and posts. The appoint­
ments are to expire with the end of the existing war.

Much of the disappointment which has been expressed by the church groups 
centers around the failure to provide for any regulations relating to the appoint­
ments. Attention has been called to the fact that the appointments require no 
definite age, education or church endorsement.

In the enactment no statement was made concerning the duties to be required 
of the chaplain., no rank was provided and no statement was made concerning the 
uniform. This has been interpreted to mean that the Congress feels that the 
chaplain is unimportant and will make no contribution.

During the recent debate on the salary one Congressman stated that the 
Chaplain will preach only one sermon a week and that this would be the extent 
of his service. The reduction in pay seems to indicate that such feeling is 
generally held by the members of Congress.

The religious forces fear that this attitude will cause many of the more 
conscientious ministers to hesitate about accepting an appointment to the 
chaplaincy. It is also feared that without some spiritual guidance there will 
be increased immorality and lack of piety within the armies.
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