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Virginia Baptists Begin
Army Colportage Work

RICHMOND, Va., July, 1861 (BP)—The General Association of Baptists in 
Virginia has called upon fellow Baptists throughout the Confederacy to join 
in providing colporters to reach all the soldiers ’’who are gathered from 
various Southern States to fight their common battles on the soil of Virginia.”

The challenge to Baptists of the South has been issued through A. E. 
Dickinson, general superintendent of the Baptist Sunday School and Colportage 
Society of Virginia. Dickinson was directed by the association to curtail 
all other endeavors and give attention to providing the colporters and the 
funds needed.

In a general letter directed to the various Baptist papers, Dickinson 
has reported that there are already no less than 150,000 soldiers within the 
limits of the state of Virginia. This number is growing every day as the 
armies arrive from areas not yet represented. At least 200,000 will be in 
the state within the month.

The men to serve as colporters are available. Dickinson reports in his 
letter, ”We have pious, devoted and experienced colporters who are anxious 
to be sent into this most inviting field and to gether sheaves unto eternal 
life. But funds are needed for their support.’’

It is the immediate aim of the society to send out 100 colporters. 
Already 30 men are at work in the field. Some of these were previously 
employed by the society and have simply shifted into the Army program.

The new emphasis has been well received by the churches in other states» 
The First Baptist Church in Montgomery, Ala., is leading a drive in that 
state to provide the annual salary of a man to be designated by the society 
as the ’’Alabama Colporter.” Some funds have already been received for this 
purpose.

The new demands have required the society to begin to publish tracts. 
In another letter to the Baptist papers, Dickinson has written, ”We are now 
publishing tracts especially adapted to circulation among the soldiers and 
are arranging to bring out an edition of 10,000 small Testaments to be dis­
tributed by the colporters in the Army.”

The publication of tracts is an entirely new endeavor for the Virginia 
Society. Before the present crisis tracts were acquired from the North. 
This source has been closed by the extension of the blockade to religious 
materials.

Bibles and tracts have been blockaded because it is felt by the govern­
ment of the North that since they give comfort and aid to the soldiers of 
the South they are military material. This blockade has provided the oppor­
tunity for Southern publishers to enter a field previously closed to them.

The Virginia Society is the first such group to turn its attention to 
army evangelization. The success of its efforts will no doubt determine 
whether others will follow with similar attempts.
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