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Boyce Leaves Seminary
For Army Chaplaincy

GREENVILLE, S.C. November, 1861 (BP)—Professor James P. Boyce, chairman 
of the faculty of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, has become the chaplain 
for a new regiment of volunteers recruited in the Greenville District.

In accepting this position Dr. Boyce has yeilded to the entreaties of his 
close personal friend, C. J. Elford, who is colonel of the regiment. Col. Elford, 
a famous Greenville lawyer and Sunday school superintendent in the Baptist church, 
sought the services of Dr. Boyce even though it means that Boyce will be forced 
to limit for a time his work with the new seminary.

Dr. Boyce in writing to his brother-in-law, H. A. Tupper, chaplain in the 
Ninth Georgia Regiment, has expressed the hope that his service will be restricted 
to South Carolina so that he can maintain some contact with the seminary.

In his letter to Chaplain Tupper he wrote, “My greatest anxiety is for the 
seminary, as its funds are not yet all raised. But I think it is safely fixed, 
and if my past policy prevails, and no buildings are commenced until the means 
are on hand, I have no fear of its final success.”

The departure of Dr. Boyce leaves the seminary with three professors, Drs. 
Basil Manly, John A. Broadus, and William Williams. Only 20 students enrolled 
at the start of the present session. Twelve of these enrolled this fall for the 
first time. There were 36 enrolled during the last session.

Dr. Boyce is well known in the Greenville District both as a businessman 
and teacher. Last year he was defeated as an Anti-Secession candidate for the 
special convention called by the state legislature. At that time he felt that 
there were ways of preventing the war he saw as the consequence of secession.

As late as January of this year Dr. Boyce wrote to his sister, ” I believe 
that ere many months have gone by we shall all be safe again under the folds of 
the glorious Stars and Stripes of our own United States.”

The bloody war which he forsaw is now a reality and Dr. Boyce, along with 
many of his students from the seminary, is caught up in it.
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