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BAPTIST MISSIONARIES 
TO CONFEDERATE ARMY

MARION, Ala., Jan. 13, 1862. (BP)--The Domestic Mission Board, of the 
Southern Baptist Convention voted, at its meeting here today to appoint miяяіпп- 
aries to the armies of the Confederacy. The action came in adopting the report 
of a special committee appointed last month to study the undertaking.

By this action, the Southern Baptist Convention became the first religious 
body to adopt a plan to send its own missionaries to the armies. Several other 
religious groups have enlisted the services of their ministers in the plan of 
the government to appoint and support chaplains among the troops, but the 
Baptists are the first to attempt such a program of direct evangelism.

The resolution adopted calls for the appointing of as many missionaries 
as "the funds in the treasury shall justify, and the necessities of the case 
may demand."

The committee in making its report through its chairman, William H. McIntosh, 
expressed the opinion that "a more desirable work, at present, could not be 
presented for the consideration of the Board."

Because of the importance of the work, the committee called upon M. T. 
Sumner, corresponding secretary of the board, to make a special appeal for 
funds. This appeal is to be made to "the friends of religion throughout the 
South."

In adopting the report of the committee the Domestic Board also expressed 
the view that "the system of chaplaincy prevailing in the army cannot reach the 
spiritual wants of the soldier. Many regiments scarcely can hear the Gospel 
preached, and thousands of sick in the hospitals are without the consolation of 
religion."

Sumner, in an open letter published in the Southwestern Baptist wrote con­
cerning the relationship of this work to the chaplaincy, "The Government has done 
something, it has done probably all it could to supply able and pious chaplains 
to look after the moral and spiritual wants of the soldier in its service.--But 
it cannot do a fraction scarcely of what is required of the people of this coun­
try in this regard."

The goal of the Board is to send out at least one missionary for each divi­
sion in the army throughout the South. In his letter to the Southwestern Baptist 
Sumner estimated that to do this will require several thousand dollars.

The work of the missionary will be diversified. He will be expected to 
minister to the soldiers in the field or garrison and to minister to the wounded 
in the various hospitals. The distribution of religious literature will no doubt 
be a large part of his ministry since this reading material has already proven 
to be so popular among the troops.
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