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DOMESTIC BOARD ASKS
INDIAN MISSION FUND

MARION, Ala., April 1, 1862 (BP)—M. T. Sumner, corresponding secretary of the 
Domestic Missions Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, issued an urgent appeal 
for funds to support the work of the Indian missions.

In a letter published in the Christian Index, Secretary Sumner wrote, "The dis­
turbances in the Indian Territory have greatly injured our brethren, and left some 
of them almost penniless."

The missionaries have appealed to the missions board for special assistance but 
the funds of the board are depleted. Sumner stated in his letter that the board does 
not even have the $2,000 already due the missionaries at the end of April.

The severe economic problem at this time has been caused by the arrival of the 
Union forces among the Indian nations. As a result there has been extensive defec­
tion among the servants of the missionaries.

Some of the missionaries have left their fields to find means of supporting 
themselves. A. E. Vandivere has left the field temporarily and has gone to Texas 
to try to effect some financial arrangement for carrying on his work.

Sumner quotes from a letter to the missions board from H. F. Buckner that he, 
Buckner, is the only missionary of any denomination now residing in the limits of 
the. Creek Indians. Brother Buckner himself is in great financial distress.

Buckner reported that his crops have been destroyed or stolen. He also stated 
that he had lost at least $1,000 worth of property.

The board has paid the salary of Buckner only through Jan. 1. Buckner is now 
serving primarily as chaplain to Col. McIntosh’s regiment, made up of Indian volun­
teers .

. The Confederate government has made no provision for paying chaplains for the 
Indian regiments so Buckner has received no salary.

Sumner writes that the Board would continue to pay the salary of Buckner as 
though he were engaged in his regular missionary activity but no funds are available.

The work among the Indians can be carried on in a fashion, however, because the 
board has judiciously availed itself of considerable native talent. And, except for 
the preachers who are away with the army, the native pastors are very active.

This arrangement has also proven very advantageous financially. The expenses 
of the native workers are only one-third that of the missionaries sent out by the 
Domestic Missions Board.
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