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CHAPLAIN REPRIMANDED
FOR FRONT-LINE WORK

CORINTH, Miss., April 15, 1862 (BP)--Chaplain I. T. Tichenor, a wounded hero 
of the Battle of Shiloh, was reprimanded today by his commanding general for not 
being in the rear, "attending to his proper duties.”

Tichenor, chaplain of the 17th Alabama Regiment, evidently saved his regiment 
from a disasterous retreat during the recent battle. It is reported that his en­
couragement caused the wavering troops to hold in the face of the withering fire.

The regiment lost one-third of its number but refused to retreat. Tichenor is 
credited with saving the day for the area in which his troops fought.

His commanding officer feels, however, that the place of the chaplain is to the 
rear of the troops where he can minister to the wounded and dying as they are brought 
back.

Chaplain Tichenor, known among the troops for his ability as a sharp shooter, 
accompanied his regiment into battle as was his custom. Many chaplains other than 
Tichenor regularly go into battle with the musket.

There has been no official statement of the place of the chaplain during battle. 
Most feel, however, that the chaplain should not carry arms. The practice general­
ly followed has been for the chaplain to determine the opinion of the officers of 
the regiment in which he serves on this subject.

During the engagement at Shiloh the 17th Alabama Regiment was under a cross­
fire on the left wing from three directions. Under the incessant fire the troops 
began retreating. Though wounded, Tichenor sprang to his feet and rallied the 
troops.

In a letter to Thomas H. Watts, attorney general of the Confederacy, and for­
mer commanding officer of the 17th Regiment, Tichenor reported that he took off 
his hat and, waving it over his head and walking up and down the line, "preached 
them a sermon." He reminded the men that it was Sunday and that their families 
were praying for them.

He also reminded them that their former colonel would be waiting to hear how 
they fared in battle. He reported to Col. Watts, "Shouting your name far over 
the roar of Battle, I called upon them to stand there, and die, if need be, for 
their country."

In his report of the result of his activity, Tichenor has written, "Every man 
stood to his post, every eye flashed, and every heart beat high with desperate 
resolve to conquer or die."

Tichenor joined the 17th Regiment last July. Prior to his enlistment, he was 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Montgomery, Ala. The 17th Regiment is com­
posed in part of men from the membership of this church.
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