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TRANSLATIONS CREATE
BAPTIST COMMOTION

AUGUSTA, Ga., April 30, 1862 (BP)—The convention held, in this city on Mar. 19 
to organize a Bible Society for the Confederate States has raised a real storm 
among Baptists.

At the organizational meeting, several Baptist ministers were present. These 
were all from this area and included E. T. Winkler of South Carolina, and J. H. 
Campbell, W. J. Hard, F. M. Haygood and C. S. Gaulden, all of Georgia.

~ The convention was called to organize a society which would sustain a relation­
ship in the Confederate States similar to that of the American Bible Society before 
the Southern states withdrew from the Union.

. It is the object of the society to encourage the circulation of the Scriptures 
. ^- lan6ua8es. The version now being used by the British and Foreign Bible So­

ciety has been adopted for home distribution.

The versions to be circulated in foreign languages are to be approved by the 
committee on versions. This committee is composed of representatives of the denomi­
nations contributing to the funds of the society.

One of the main points of dissension relate to the foreign versions. It was 
also on this point that Baptists withdrew their support from the American Bible 
Society some years ago.

In February, 1836, the American Bible Society passed a resolution which re­
quired that "baptize" be transliterated rather than translated. Since the Baptists 
were not willing to support this move they withdrew support from the society.

Many of the.opponents of the new society feel that the same problems would now 
prevent cooperation. N. M. Crawford of Mercer University, one of the leading oppo­
nents of the society, wrote in a satirical letter addressed to the Christian Index 
that to support the move would be to embark on a voyage in a "lop-sided craft."

Crawford also argued that if Baptists joined the society they would be forced 
to sanction a translation of Acts 2:38 which would read, "Repent and receive the 
watery ceremony."

The advocates of the society feel that the need for Bibles throughout the 
South is so great that something must be done. J. H. Campbell wrote, "Such is the 
need of Testaments for our soldiers that I would do anything, except compromise 
principle, to obtain them."

This argument has been attacked by E. R. Carswell. He calls it "another trap 
for Baptist birds." He further argues that Baptists can supply the needs of the 
armies without "tacking on to the skirts of Pedoism."

Jn ^e first report of the meeting published in the Christian Index this whole 
dispute was foreshadowed. The writer of that article wrote, "As the Society is to 
begin its operation in Georgia, the enquiry is interesting: How far (if at all) 
will Baptists co-operate with the new institution?"

-u ^^s ^rter also said, "But as every Baptist Church is independent in the matter 
of benevelence of every other Baptist Church, and as every member is also independent 
of every other member, all will do as they please."
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